medieval scholastics. Those who were attracted by the hard.,
noble and humane profession of a doctor were willing for the
sake of it to push their way through this jungle. But Darwin's
interests were far away from medicine, from ailments and
the methods of healing them. He yawned as he listened to
the lifeless enumeration of ligaments and joints during "lec-
tures on human anatomy as dull as the lecturer himself."
"The subject disgusted me/' he wrote. The anatomic theatre
with its half-decaying corpses depressed him. Twice he was
present at operations. There were no anesthetics then. The
horrible shrieks of the patients haunted him for many years
afterwards.
He did not attend a third operation.
He preferred to go on excursions with his new friend,
Grant, a zoologist.
Old Dr. Robert Darwin, who had a rather fantastic but
very self-confident conception of his son's inner world, inter-
preted his coolness towards medicine as a sign of his utter
incapacity for experimental science, and so he took a new
decision regarding him: Charles must enter the Church. And
the dutiful son went to Cambridge to study theology. Many
years later he wrote concerning this: "Considering how fierce-
ly I have been attacked by the orthodox^ it seems ludicrous
that I once intended to be a clergyman."
And he summed up his ''academical studies'' in the fol-
lowing striking words: "I think that all the valuable knowl-
edge I obtained, I acquired by self-education."
Perhaps this is what enabled him to take a freer attitude
towards many of the dogmas of university science of those
days.
He found his real "university" outside of school; and it
was at this "university" that he studied all the time, from
the moment he entered Dr. Butler's school.
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